average of 2 per cent. Sixty-two cases were (lelivered by forceps (nine difficult), twenty-three normally, eight by Caesarean section and two by breech extractionin only one case was post-partum haemorrhage encountered. There were no maternal deaths, but the corrected foetal mortality was 12.6 per cent.
1. A patient, having poor contractions and slow progress, w%ho is not distressed -a vaginal delivery may be expected. 2. A patient, having irregular strong contractions and no progress, who is very distressed and crying for analgesic drugs-a section will be required. Dr. J. P. C. Purdon reviewed the cases of prolonged labour occurring in the Royal Maternity Hospital, Belfast, during 1947. He stressed the difficulty in deciding the time of onset of labour in these very cases-there was discrepancy in the time given by the patient, the nursing and the medical staff, and in some of the cases under review three different times were quoted. There was also difficulty in determining the time of rupture of the membranes, a high leak being a frequent finding. It was difficult, even in most experienced hands, to exclude minor degrees of disproportion, particularly when the vertex was in the occipitoposterior position. Two types of uterine action may be recognised. In the hypotonic type, vaginal examination under anaesthesia, hot vaginal douche, intravenous glucose and pitocin all have their uses. In the hypertonic variety, sedatives are necessary and pitocin is dangerous-rectal paraldehyde has been found of use. A lively discussion followed the opening papers.
A meeting was held on the 28th June, 1950, and Mr. H. L. Hardy Greer took the chair. Dr. F. G. Grant described a case of tuberculous meningitis which had been successfully treated by streptomycin during pregnancy, with a satisfactory outcome for mother and child. He reveiwed the literature, and found little reference to tuberculous meningitis in pregnancy. Streptomycin had altered the prognosis and he was against termination of pregnancy or sterilisation in these cases.
At a meeting held on the 20th September, Mr. H. L. Hardy Greer being in the chair, the statistics for the two Belfast Maternity Hospitals were discussed in detail, and no paper was presented. Tiiis book recently revised should be useful for a quick reference to those with a good knowledge of nutrition. The text is simple, and the various sections well set out, but many of the ideas and diets included are impractical here, owing to the difference in food habits, and difficulty in supply.
The book contains up-to-date information on calories and other nutrients, but lacks material on hygiene, cooking, processing, and storage of food in relation to nutritive value.
F. K. A.
